Inhibitors of the platelet GP IIb-IIIa function in the treatment of acute coronary syndromes.
Platelet activation is a critical mechanism in acute coronary artery syndromes and ischemic complications of percutaneous coronary revascularization. Thrombin and platelet inhibition are the current mainstays of therapy for these problems. Inhibitors of platelet GP IIb-IIIa, the final common pathway of platelet aggregation, have recently undergone clinical evaluation as therapeutics for acute ischemic syndromes, and as adjuvants for percutaneous revascularization. The results of these prospective, controlled trials, and current evaluations of GP IIb-IIIa inhibitors are summarized in this review.